Drugs, like stocks, have their ups and downs. Sometimes a medicine, which has hitherto led an obscure and humble career, credited only with some doubtful ill-ascertained virtues, if, indeed, with any, rises with a bound in the professional market, and is asserted to be a specific in some disease, as well as one that should have a fair trial in many more.
The converse of this is also true; for occasionally some long-tried and apparently well-established attributed to her fear of the knife. The chloroform was slow in its effect; but beyond considerable struggling and excitement at the end of the first stage, there were no unusual symptoms. As soon as anesthesia was barely produced, not more than three drachms having been inhaled, the administration was discontinued. The character of the pulse had not materially altered, and the breathing, though somewhat rapid, was fair. The patient was now turned on her left side for the convenience of the operator, the fistula was examined, and a director inserted. Just as the division of the fistula was being performed, about two minutes after the withdrawal of the anaesthetic, the patient gave a sharp scream, the pupils dilated, urine was passed involuntarily, the face became pale, and, simultaneously, the heart's action and the pulse suddenly ceased, and, after a few moments, the breathing stopped also. Artificial respiration upon Howard's plan was immediately commenced, fresh air in abundance was admitted into the room, interrupted shocks from a coil were applied over the heart, brandy was injected per rectum, and the right medium basilica vein was opened. A few feeble respiratory movements occurred once or twice, but no heart sounds could be detected. After more than an hour had elapsed, the attempt was abandoned as hopeless. At the post-mortem examination, nineteen hours after death, the heart, as seen in situ, was firmly collapsed and very pale, and covered with a thick layer of fat. On removal, the organ weighed 9f oz., and its cavities were quite empty. and that in patients with weak hearts, the only safety is to give it short of affecting the respiratory centre.
We have not discussed the question whether or not the respiratory centre may he paralyzed by any sudden nervous shock. Probably it can ; but the facts are not so well ascertained as in the case of the heart. Nor shall we discuss how a weak heart could be so firmly collapsed after death as it was in this case. We hope that chloroformists will keep before their eyes the facts and explanations we have advanced, and be as careful in abolishing reflex action as they are in watching that the respiratory centre is not affected.
In every death while chloroform is being used the whole circumstances should be considered, and the fact?hard, no doubt, for a jury to grasp?kept in mind that a little chloroform is sometimes more dangerous than too much; and that every death during the administration of chloroform need not be a death from its administration.
